
BEFORE THE

Federal CommunicationsCommission
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

In theMatterof )
)

RequestofEchoStarSatelliteCorporationfor ) RM-10767
Amendmentof theCommission’sRulesto )
Redesignatethe28.6-29.1GHz (Earth-to-space) )
and 18.8-19.3GHz (space-to-Earth)Bandsto Allow)
GeostationaryFixed-SatelliteServiceOperations )
on a Co-PrimaryBasis )

To: TheCommission

REPLY COMMENTS OF
NORTHROP GRUMMAN SPACE AND MISSION SYSTEMS CORPORATION

NorthropGrummanSpaceandMissionSystemsCorporation(“Northrop Grumman”),by its

attorueysandpursuantto Section1.405of theCommission’sRules,47 C.F.R. § 1.405, herebyreplies

to thecommentsthat werefiled by SESAmericom,Inc. (“SES Americom”) andHughesElectronics

Corporation/HughesNetworkSystems,Inc. (collectively,“Hughes”)in responseto EchoStarSatellite

Corporation’s(“EchoStar”)above-captionedpetitionfor theinitiation of anewrulemakingproceeding.

Both SESAmericomandHughessupporttheEchoStarPetition,while NorthropGrummanopposesthe

EchoStar’sproposalto changetheCommission’srules andpoliciesby removingthepreclusionagainst

theuseof the 18.8-19.3GHz (space-to-Earth)and28.6-29.1GHz(Earth-to-space)bandsby

geostationarysatelliteorbit (“GSO”) satellitesin thefixed-satelliteservice(“FSS”) on aprimaryorco-

primarybasis.

In its Comments,NorthropGrummandetailedthepolicy andtechnicalreasonswhy the

Commission’swell-reasoneddecisionto establishadedicated2 x 500 MHz sectionof theESS

spectrumat 20/30GHz for useby non-geostationarysatelliteorbit (“non-GSO”) FSSsystemswas

correctin 1996,andwhy it remainscorrecttoday. SeeCommentsof NorthropGrumman,RM 10767,

at8-14(filed October27, 2003). SESAmericomessentiallyrubberstampstheEchoStarproposal.See
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SESAmericomComments,RM-10767,at 2-5 (filed Oct. 27, 2003). Hughestooendorsesthe

EchoStarproposalwithout substantiveelaboration,andcallsupontheCommissionto developa

recordon thefeasibilityof GSOFSSco-primaryuseofthetwo bandsthat arenow limited to

primarynon-GSOFSSuse.SeeHughesComments,RM-10767,at 2-3 (filed Oct. 27,2003).

Like EchoStar,neitherSESAmericomnorHughesoffers anythingthat eventendsto

showthat co-primaryoperationof non-GSOFSSsystemsandGSOFSSnetworksin the18.8-

19.3 GHzand 28.6-29.1GHzbandsis feasible. In its Comments,by contrast,Northrop

Grummanexplainedthat thenecessarystudieshavebeendone,andthattheansweris not

conduciveto co-primaryuseof thebandsfor mosttypesofnon-GSOESSsystems. Id. at 13-14,

15-17. Moreover,neitherSESAmericomnotHughesevenattemptsto overcomesEchoStar’s

fatal failure to showeitherthat the2 x 1,000MHz segmentsofprimaryGSOFSSspectrumat

Ka-bandis insufficientor that thereis a shortageof orbital locationsfrom which GSOESS

networkscanservetheUnitedStates.

In short, theCommentsof SESAmericomandHughesdo notalter theconclusion

advocatedby NorthropGrummanthatEchoStar’sabove-captionedPetitionmustbe denied.
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